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GEHCWI Background

The COVID-19 pandemic has highlighted the critical importance of global health security and the contribution made by health 
and care workers. As such, the World Health Assembly designated 2021 as the International Year of Health and Care Workers. 
It is estimated that among the 135 million health and care workers around the world, almost 70% are women. The pandemic 
has exposed deep inequalities – including gender inequalities – that undermine health system performance and global health 
security.

The Government of France and Women in Global Health are partnering on the Gender Equal Health and Care Workforce 
Initiative (GEHCWI).

This Initiative aims to increase visibility, dialogue, and commitment to action on gender equity in the health and care workforce. 
The Initiative aims to inspire action in the health and care sectors on safe and decent work for women, ending informal work, 
which is often unpaid and under paid, equal opportunities in health and care occupations, an end to violence and harassment 
and equal participation of men and women in the sector in leadership and decision making. Gender equity in the health and 
care sector builds a strong foundation for health systems, universal health coverage (UHC) and global health security. The 
Gender Equal Health and Care Workforce Initiative (GEHCWI) will convene the international community to implement existing 
global commitments and agree on practical steps to achieve gender equity in the health and care workforce.



GEHCWI Context

The Initiative aims to drive action in the health and care sector under four pillars: 

1. Increasing the proportion of women in health 
and care leadership roles

2. Recognizing the value of unpaid health and 
care work and the importance of equal pay in the 

health and social care sectors

3. Protecting women in health and care against 
sexual harassment and violence at work

4. Ensuring safe and decent working conditions 
for all health workers, everywhere



GEHCWI  Communication

29 June 2021 MICROSITE GOES LIVE



GEHCWI  Social Media Reach

Top influential twitters: Dr. Tedros, Dr. Moeti 
Tshidi, Dr. Soumya, Dr. Nadine Gasman, 
Government of France, White House, UN Women, 
WHO, Gavi, Amref, Devex

#GenderEqualHCW

Million Twitter 
Impressions31

Twitter Posts2,946

Participants in 
the conversation1,506 



GEHCWI  Media Coverage

‘Three urgent priorities for the National Security Council to strengthen global health 

security and biodefense’

‘WISH joins global pledge for gender equality among health workforce’

‘Migration and Covid deaths depriving poorest nations of health workers’

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

‘PPE is designed for men. Some health experts are hoping to change that.’

‘Devex Newswire: Why PPE sizing is a gender equity issue.’

https://www.statnews.com/2022/02/18/three-urgent-priorities-national-security-council-strengthen-global-health-security-biodefense/
https://thepeninsulaqatar.com/article/20/12/2021/wish-joins-global-pledge-for-gender-equality-among-health-workforce
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2021/jul/19/migration-and-covid-deaths-depriving-poorest-nations-of-health-workers
https://www.devex.com/news/ppe-is-designed-for-men-some-health-experts-are-hoping-to-change-that-100388
https://www.devex.com/news/devex-newswire-why-ppe-sizing-is-a-gender-equity-issue-100459


‘Covid has highlighted why women health and care workers need a new social contract’

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

Learn more

‘74th WHA: Historic or business as usual? Experts weigh in’

‘Launching this week! Women in Global Health Australia’

‘An open letter from Women in Global Health to the leaders of the G7 ’

‘G7 Carbis Bay progress report: advancing universal health coverage and global health 

through strengthening health systems, preparedness and resilience’

‘An open message from UHC2030 co-chairs to the Generation Equality Forum’

https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/covid-women-care-workers-healthcare-b1866961.html
https://www.devex.com/news/74th-wha-historic-or-business-as-usual-experts-weigh-in-100048
https://www.croakey.org/launching-this-week-women-in-global-health-australia/
https://blogs.bmj.com/bmj/2021/06/11/an-open-letter-from-women-in-global-health-to-the-leaders-of-the-g7/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/g7-carbis-bay-progress-report-advancing-universal-health-coverage-and-global-health-through-strengthening-health-systems-preparedness-and-resilience/g7-carbis-bay-progress-report-advancing-universal-health-coverage-and-global-health-through-strengthening-health-systems-preparedness-and-resilience
https://www.uhc2030.org/blog-news-events/uhc2030-news/an-open-message-from-uhc2030-co-chairs-to-the-generation-equality-forum-555466/


GEHCWI Events

25 February 2021

29 March 2021

23 March 2021



1 July 2021 OFFICIAL EVENT AT GENERATION EQUALITY FORUM IN PARIS



23 September 2021 17 December 2021

24 March 2022



Former President has spoken at a GEHCWI event

Government representatives have spoken at GEHCWI events

Ministers have spoken at GEHCWI events 

1

11

12

GEHCWI Speakers

Republic of Guinea Bissau

French Republic, Republic of Seychelles, The Republic of Burkina Faso, 
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, Republic of Liberia, Democratic 
Republic of Congo, Republic of Costa Rica, Jamaica, Grand Duchy of 
Luxembourg, Republic of Fiji

French Republic, Republic of Costa Rica, Republic of Tunisia, Republic of 
Finland, Federal Republic of Germany, Republic of Guinea Bissau, United 
States of America, United Mexican States, Islamic Republic of Pakistan



Health workers from low and middle income countries have 
spoken at GEHCWI events4
Republic of Cameroon, Togolese Republic, Republic of Chad, Republic of 
Senegal

34 Representatives from multilateral and non-governmental 
organizations have spoken at GEHCWI events
World Health Organization, Women in Global Health, Centre of Indian 
Trade Unions, Unitaid, International Labour Organization, UHC2030, 
Gavi, The Vaccine Alliance, Amref Health Africa, IntraHealth International, 
Stop TB, Equilibre et Populations, UN Women, Women in Global Health 
Pakistan, World Bank Group, Enhancing Quality of Healthcare Activity 
Project, University of Miami Institute for Advanced Study of the Americas, 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, Public Services 
International, Last Mile Health, National Institute for Women, Mexico, 
International Council of Nurses, The Global Fund, Asian-Pacific Resource & 
Research Centre for Women, Teal Sisters Foundation, Rotary International, 
L’Initiative, WISH Foundation, United Nations University



GEHCWI Policy Successes

10 March 2021

June 2021

20 May 2021

World Health Organization (WHO) and Women in Global Health 
(WGH) sign Memorandum of Understanding

International Labour Organization Convention 190 (ILO190) 
goes live

Recognition of GEHCWI in 2 resolutions presented by Member 
States at World Health Assembly

2021

Learn more

Learn moreLearn more

https://www.who.int/news/item/10-03-2021-who-signs-mou-with-women-in-global-health-on-international-women-s-day
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA74/A74_ACONF6-en.pdf 
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/WHA74/A74_ACONF3-en.pdf


3 November 2021

7 June 2021

Dr. Roopa Dhatt presents GEHCWI at Global Health Week Event, 
Washington University 

Policy report on women’s leadership in global health published 
by WHO and WGH: 

Learn more

Learn more

https://happenings.wustl.edu/event/gender_equal_health_and_care_workforce_initiative#.Yi-M8RBKhz9
https://www.who.int/publications/i/item/9789240025905


Commitments and expressions of support garnered so far

Co-Sponsors:

Governments:

Multilaterals:

Organizations:

Democratic Republic of the Congo Republic of Costa Rica The Republic of Guinea-Bissau

French Republic Republic of Liberia United States of America

United Mexican States

Republic of Chile

Commonwealth of Australia

The Islamic Republic of Pakistan


